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sind keine Opfer!

Am Samstag, 27.11.2021

Zum Internationalen Tag gegen Gewalt an Frauen®:
11.30 h bis 13.30h

Birkenstr, / Ecke Bremer Str.

10551 Berlin

40| otL| 2]

Start an der Friedensstatue

Frauen*
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Cellokonzert
Claire Sojung Henkel: Vorspieleria Cello Staatskapelle Berla
Klavwerbegleny | oun Sem
1. Pablo Casals / Seng of the Birds

2 Comille Saimt-Sadns / The Swan
3 Gabeiel Faué | Apres ws réve

et i
26.10.2020, 14Uhr /"
/

A-Lli=n et by
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Mahnwache &
Gedenken an Hanau

Monatliche Mahnwache jeden
dritten Freitag im Monat von

Start 19.02.21 um 11 Uhr
OMAS GEGEN RECHTS an der Friedensstatue

IN MEMORY HOSTED BY AND IN

SOLIDARITY WITH ASIAN

IN RESISTANCE DIASPORA COMMUNITIES

A vigil for the
Atlanta shooting
victims

BREMER STRASSE
MOABIT, BERLIN

#SOLIDARITATMITATLANTA
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- O] ¥: admin@phillypeaceplaza.org

- 7158A: www.GoFundMe.com/buildingpeace

- MY 23:bitly/ppp-support

- 24 0|fof
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This Statue of Peace 10th Anniversary Internationa
of Statue of Peace both in Korea and abroad anc
revisionism, including the attack of Japanes
Case presentations from Japan, the Philippi
share the difficulties of local organizations and sc / i
participation for the Statue of Peace to be estab% bol of p
anti-discrimination, democracy, and women’s humgt;ﬁ?l‘ts peace around the w

Statue of Peace 10th Anniversary
International Symposium

Friday December 10, 2021, 19:00~22:00 (Korea Standard Time) Zoom
Language Korean, English, Japanese Simultaneous interpretation ‘
and booklet provufed ' o zoom |
Co-hosts The Korean Council for Justice and Remembrance
for the Issues of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan,
the Korea Democracy Foundation,
and the Fight for Justice (Japan)

bit.ly/peacestatue10

(TTTTE  The Korean Council email at info@womenandwar.net registation nk;
. 4
© Program Zo0m

TIME PROGRAM

19:00~19:05  Opening & Congratulatory Message

Session 1 > Statue of Peace Status Quo and Activism in Korea
Moderator: HAN Kyonghee, Secretary-General, the Korean Council

* Background and status quo of Statue of Peace
19:05~19:35 - GAN'G Kyungran, Director, Solidarity and Movement Department, the Korean Council
» Meaning of Statue of Peace
- KIM Seokyung, Statue of Peace sculptor
* Suwon Peace Butterfly activity
- LEE Joohyun, Representative, Suwon Peace Butterfly

Session 2 > Global Statue of Peace and Backlash
Moderator: LEE Na-Young, Chair of Board, the Korean Council & Sociology Professor, Chung-Ang University

» Why did Statue of Peace become a target of Japanese right-wing?
19:35~20:25 - Tomomi Yamaguchi, Associate Professor of Anthropology, Montana State University

* Globalization of History Denialism
- Jinhee Lee, Associate Professor of History, Eastern Illinois University

Q&A

Session 3 > Global Statue of Peace Cases
‘ Moderator: Sung Sohn, Co-founder, Education for Social Justice Foundation

* Japan: 2019 Aichi Triennale and 2021 Tokyo, Nagoya, Osaka, Kyoto Exhibitions
- OKAMOTO Yuka, Activist, Fight for Justice

© Germany: Berlin and Dresden Statue of Peace

20:25~21'50 - Nataly Han, Representative, Korea Verband

* Australia: Sydney Statue of Peace
- Chun Je Cho, Former Chair, Melbourne ‘Comfort Women’ Memorial Task Force

 U.S.: Philadelphia Statue of Peace Plaza Committee
- Shinjoo Cho, Representative, Philadelphia Statue of Peace Plaza Committee

Discussion

21:50~22:00  Global Statue of Peace Network Inauguration Ceremony & Closing

Cohosts ) BmnCont e WA 287l HT ror JUSTICE

FIG
the kisues of Millary Sexual SI — FARTG Sl Ao RE
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Program

Time Program
19:00~19:05 | Opening & Congratulatory Message
<Session 1> Statue of Peace Status Quo and Activism in Korea
Moderator: HAN Kyonghee, Secretary-General, the Korean Council
Background and status quo of Statue of Peace
—-GANG Kyungran, Director, Solidarity and Movement Department, the
Korean Council
19:05-19:35
Meaning of Statue of Peace
—KIM Seokyung, Statue of Peace sculptor
Suwon Peace Butterfly activity
—-LEE Joohyun, Representative, Suwon Peace Butterfly
<Session 2> Global Statue of Peace and Backlash
Moderator: LEE Na-Young, Chair of Board, the Korean Council &
Sociology Professor, Chung-Ang University
Why did Statue of Peace become a target of Japanese right-wing?
19:35~20:25

—Tomomi Yamaguchi, Associate Professor of Anthropology, Montana State
University

History Denialism in the Era of Globalization

-Jinhee Lee, Associate Professor of History, Eastern Illinois University
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Q&A

<Session 3> Global Statue of Peace Cases

Moderator: Sung Sohn, Co-founder, Education for Social Justice

Foundation

Japan: 2019 Aichi Triennale and 2021 Tokyo, Nagoya, Osaka, Kyoto
Exhibitions

—~OKAMOTO Yuka, Activist, Fight for Justice

Germany: Berlin and Dresden Statue of Peace

20:25-21:50 | -Nataly Han, Representative, Korea Verband
Australia: Sydney Statue of Peace
—Chun Je Cho, Former Chair, Melbourne 'Comfort Women' Memorial
Task Force
U.S.: Philadelphia Statue of Peace Plaza Committee
—-Shinjoo Cho, Representative, Philadelphia Statue of Peace Plaza
Committee
Discussion
21:50-22:00 | Global Statue of Peace Network Inauguration Ceremony & Closing
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Opening Speech
LEE Na-Young
Chair of Board, The Korean Council

& Sociology Professor, Chung-Ang University

This coming December 14 is the 10th anniversary of the establishment of the Statue of
Peace. To commemorate this historic day, the Korean Council for Justice and
Remembrance for the Issues of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan is holding an
international symposium on December 10, Day for the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, together with the Korea Democracy Foundation (Chair of board: Monk Jisun) and
Fight for Justice in Japan.

The Statue of Peace was established in front of the Japanese Embassy in Seoul on
December 14, 2011, to commemorate the 1,000th Wednesday Demonstration. The Statue
of Peace was initiated as part of the commemoration project, which was one of the
seven major tasks of the Wednesday Demonstration. It was built from the fundraising
fund from around the world to commemorate the countless victims who disappeared
during the painful experiences of wartime sexual violence, to remember the survivors
who worked for a world free of war, and to inherit the spirit as the subject of history. As
a result of the establishment campaign that spread like wildfire at home and abroad, as
of October 2021, 144 domestic units and 16 overseas statues (excluding those removed)
have been installed. Now, the Statue of Peace is becoming a medium for introspection
that calls for change by reminding us of not only the criminal acts of a specific country
and group, such as Japan, but also the reality of violence against women that continues.
Beyond imperialism and colonialism, war and conflict, androcentrism and racism, it has
become a focal point of international solidarity that spreads and practices the spirit of

peace, democracy, and human rights.

This international symposium was designed to share future solidarity plans by reviewing
the status of Statue of Peace at home and abroad and sharing examples of organizations
promoting Statue of Peace abroad. In a situation in which not only Japan but also global
historical denial forces have interfered with the installation and demolition attacks are

getting serious, we promise to publicize the activities of civic groups at home and
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abroad that are establishing justice in history and expanding the spirit of women's

human rights and peace, and pledge to strengthen solidarity.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all of you who have overseen the
presentation and discussion despite your busy schedule. | would like to express my
gratitude to the many people who participated in the event, crossing the boundaries of
time and space, race and gender, and language and national barriers. In particular, |
would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the Korea Democracy Foundation and Fight
for Justice, who co-hosted and supported this event and the Korean Council activists
who took care of the extreme work from planning to execution. | would also like to
express my gratitude to all of you who have worked hard in places you can't see, such as

translation and interpretation.

| hope that today's event will serve as another opportunity to broaden the meaning of
the Statue of Peace, and that our commitment will lead to concrete action and greater

solidarity.
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Congratulatory message
Monk Jisun

President, The Korea Democracy Foundation

| am the President of the Korea Democracy Foundation, Monk Jisun.

I would like to send my wholehearted congratulations to the Statue of Peace 10th
Anniversary International Symposium hosted by The Korean Council for Justice and
Remembrance for the Issues of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan. In addition, | would like
to express my warm gratitude to the panelists who are in charge of the presentation,
discussion and hosting today. It's an honor for us to take part in this meaningful

academic event.

The Statue of Peace was first established in front of the Japanese Embassy in Seoul to
commemorate the 1000th Wednesday Demonstration on December 14th, 2011. Since the
late halmoni Kim Hak-soon testified the first time as the Japanese military "comfort
women" in 1991, the Japanese military "comfort women" victims and activists such as
The Korean Council for the Women Drafted for Military Sexual Slavery by Japan have
fought for a long time. The Statue of Peace is the fruit of such a battle. As will be
covered in today's presentation, the Statue of Peace is being built not only in Korea but
also around the world. This shows that the “comfort women " issue is not only a Korean-
Japanese conflict or a nationlist problem, but that its resolution is desired by people

around the world including Korean people.

It has been 10 years since the first Statue of Peace was built. 10 years is said to be
enough time for mountains to change, but unfortunately the world around the “comfort
women” issue hasn't changed a lot. The Japanese government still demands the removal
of the Statue of Peace, rather than reflecting on war crimes and officially apologizing.
The Japanese right-wingers in denial harm the Statue of Peace, and Korean conservative

groups are holding a counter rally in front of the Wednesday Demonstration.

There is no future for a nation that has forgotten history. The Statue of Peace holds a
desperate message to not repeat such a historical tragedy like the “comfort women”
issue. Furthermore, it also contains the desire for a world without war, the elimination of

violence and discrimination against the weak, end of sexual exploitation and eradication
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of sexual violence. | hope this academic event, which marks the 10th anniversary of the
establishment of the Statue of Peace, will be another starting point for a world where
everyone can live justly, democratically, and peacefully as well as resolve the Japanese

military “comfort women” issue. We, the Korea Democracy Foundation, are here to help.

Once again, | would like to express my deep respect and support to everyone who
prepared this event. Thank you.
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Congratulatory message

KIM Puja

Co-representative, The Fight for Justice

10 years ago on December 14, 2011, in commemoration of the 1,000» Wednesday
Demonstration, the Statue of Peace first appeared in the world on Pyeonghwa-ro in front
of the Japanese Embassy in Seoul, surrounded by survivors such as Kim Bok-dong and
Gil Won-ok, as well as numerous students and citizens. On the same day, in solidarity
with the 1,000» Wednesday Demonstration, various protests were held around the world
demanding an official apology and reparation from the Japanese government, including
a "human chain” performance of 1,300 people surrounding the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

in Japan.

Over the next 10 years, the Statue of Peace was created in various forms and spread not
only in Korea but also across the world, including China, North America, Europe, and
Australia. The reason for this was that the Japanese government did not resolve the
Japanese military ‘comfort women’ issue, but rather, tried to eradicate the ‘comfort
women' issue from the ‘global memory’ together with the history revisionists. In doing so,
the Japanese government has been interrupting the installation of the Statue of Peace
and the global civic movement has been persistently resisting such backlash. Fight for
Justice, a specialized website for the Japanese military ‘comfort women’ issue that was
established in 2013, has also been walking along with the 'struggle of memory’ to fight

against the denial of the past through 'resistance against oblivion.’

Today, on the 10~ anniversary of the installation, as we approach the post-survivor era,
global citizens from all around the world have gathered online for the Statue of Peace
10th Anniversary International Symposium. With this symposium as an opportunity, |
hope that the Statue of Peace becomes not only a symbol of ‘global memory struggles’
but also a symbol of ‘post-colonialism, anti-discrimination, democracy, women'’s rights,
and peace,’ and | would like to turn this into a congratulatory speech for the formation

of the ‘Global Peace Statue Network.’
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<Session 1> Statue of Peace Status Quo and Activism in Korea

Background and status quo of Statue of Peace
| GANG Kyungran, Director, Solidarity and Movement

Department, the Korean Council

Statue of Peace 10th Anniversary International Symposium

Background and Status quo of
Statue of Peace

GANG Kyungran,
Director, Solidarity and Movement Department, The Korean Council

The
for
for

Background Context on Establishment of
Statue of Peace

1992.1.8. 1st Wednesday Demonstration

On January 8, 1992, activists from The Korean Council for the WWomen
Drafted for Military Sexual Slavery by Japan and women from member
organizations gathered to host the first WWednesday Demonstration.
The Wednesday Demonstration, has continued on for more than 1500
times as a site of activism for victims' redress and a site of education
for peace and women's human rights.
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7 Demands from the Wednesday Demonstration for
Resolution of the Issue of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan

01
02
03
04
05
06
07

Admit the war crime
Investigate the truth
Deliver an official apology
Make legal reparations
Punish the perpetrators

Record in history textbooks

Erect memorials and build archives

Background Context on Establishment of

Statue of Peace

2011.12.14. 1,000th Wednesday Demonstration &
Statue of Peace Unveiling Ceremony

The Korean Council planned to install a memorial statue to raise
awareness of the Japanese military sexual slavery issue and honor the
survivors' fight for justice & calls for human rights, and peace.

On December 14, 2011, the Statue of Peace was established on
Peace Road in front of the Japanese Embassy in Seoul, where
Wednesday Demonstrations take place every week, to commemorate
the 1000th Wednesday Demonstration.
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Process of Installing
Statue of Peace

Enacted justice and solidarity through citizens' power
by remembering the calls for justice on the Japanese
military sexual slavery issue and inheriting voices for
human rights and peace

.
y Sexual Slavery by Japan

Planning of a memorial project

2011. Started planning a memorial project to remember and inherit the Japanese
military sexual slavery system, survivors' lives, and the movement for justice

Discussions for creating Statue of Peace

2011.04~06. Selected an artisit to create the Statue of Peace, discussed i
changes to initial model

Administrative procedures to establish the Statue

2011.04~12. Discussed administrative procedures for establishing the statue
with relevant agencies

Fundraising for Statue of Peace

2011.06~12. Fundraised at the Wednesday Demonstration, events, universities,
online, etc.

2011.12.14. Statue of Peace in front of Japanese Embassy established

The Statue of Peace was established as a result of long—standing
campaigns that sought to raise awareness of the historical truth of
Japanese military sexual slavery issue,

remember survivors who have stood up for redress,

and advocate for non—recurrence of war and sexual violence.
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From People, To People

With the Voices of People Who Remember

Carrying on the Calls for Peace
With Statues of Peace

We were joined by people who stood with survivors,
remembered the history of Japanese military sexual slavery,
and advocated for peace and human rights.

The Statue of Peace, established to remember and continue
the calls for peace, is now being established around the world through
grassroots activism of citizens who stand for human rights and peace.

Multiple Forms of Statues of Peace

Statues of Peace are built in various forms depending on region and local contexts,
but instilled in all of them is the will to remember the Japanese military sexual slavery issue

and call for human rights and peace.
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The Korean Council
for Justice and Remembrance
for the Issues of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan

Established in 1997 Established on May 26, 2007
Tokashiki Island, Okinawa, Japan Hadong-gun, South Gyeongsang Province, South Korea
Memorial Memorial

The Korean Council
for Justice and Remembrance
for the Issues of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan

N R - 2

Established on Sept 7, 2008 Established on Oct 23, 2010 Established on June 20, 2012
Miyako Island, Okinawa, Japan Palisades Park, NJ, USA Nassau Veterans Memorial |, NY, USA
Memorial Memorial Memorial

Photo credit Yamaguchi. T. (20200 The Hstory Wrs” and the "Camiort Wormen” lssus: R

Photo cret: The Koreen Counc
o G ovmionee and the Rght-wwng n Contermgory Jagen and he US

Photo credit: The Korean Councl
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Established on July 30, 2013
Glendale, CA, USA
Statue of Peace

Seoul 22
Gangwon 9
Gyeonggi 33

Incheon 1

Established on July 7, 2017
Central IFC 2nd Floor, Hong Kong
Korean, Chinese, Filipino Statue of

Peace (Removed)

144

Established on Dec 8, 2017
Baywalk Roxas, Manila, The Philippines
Memorial Statue (Removed)

Korean Statues of Peace

Statues of Peace in Korea

as of May 25, 2021

Gyeongbuk 8

Chungbuk 5 Jeonbuk 13 Gyeongnam 11
Chungnam 11 Jeonnam 15 Daegu 2
Daejeon 2 Gwangju 6 Ulsan 1
Sejong 1 Jeju 1 Busan 2
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embrance
of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan

Proposed by Ewha Girls' High School History Club ‘Jumeokdokki, the Movement to Establish

239

Small Statues of Peace

Korean Statues of Peace

Small Statues of Peace installed small statues in 239 schools, symbolizing 239 "comfort women"

The Korean Cour
for Justic emembrance
for the Issues of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan

Japan

Asia China
Taiwan
Philippines

N = N B

victims registered with the Korean government at the time.

https://womenandwar.net/kr/peace-statue/#little-peace-statue

31

Statues of Peace Abroad

as of 2021.11. (locations outside of Korea)

Among total established of 36, 3 were removed (2 in the Philippines,
1 in Hong Kong), and 2 were on temporary exhibits = 31 Statues in Total

North

America Canada
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Overseas Statuesof Peace

Australia 2

& Europe Germany 4



The Korean Council provides an overview of Statues of Peace established
in Korea and overseas via our website. The excel sheet provides detailed
information on year of establishment, region, type of memorial, etc.
(avallable in Korean)

*The numbers available are based on information gathered by The Korean Council, and may differ
from the actual number. Please report any updates or revision requests to info@womenandwar.net

embrance
ues of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan

Significance of
the Statue of Peace

- Serves as a site of education and solidarity for peace and '
human rights i Ol R

— Creates "public memory'" on the Japanese military sexual ' :
slavery issue

- Raises awareness of present-day violence against women
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% Subscribe to the Korean Council's English newsletter

Join us to raise awareness of the Japanese military sexual slavery issue and
spread values of human rights and peace through the Statue of Peace!

Thank you
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<Session 1> Statue of Peace Status Quo and Activism in Korea

Meaning of Statue of Peace

| KIM Seokyung, Statue of Peace sculptor

Independence andDemocracy
Memorial (2016)

Hyosunand
Misun
| Memorial

December 14,2011
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Various forms of Statue of Peace
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Statue of Peace on Bus created with highschoolstudents

Vietnam Pieta
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<Session 1> Statue of Peace Status Quo and Activism in Korea

Building the Statue of Peace, the Start of the Civic
Movement for Justice and Peace
-Focusing on the Suwon Peace Butterfly Movement-

| LEE Joohyun, Representative, Suwon Peace Butterfly

o 2014, establishment of Suwon Statue of Peace

After the Statue of Peace was established on December 14, 2011 to commemorate the
1,000th Wednesday Demonstration to remember the pain of war and the Japanese
military “comfort women” issue and pray for peace, the citizens' movement to build the
Statue of Peace began in Suwon. The movement began to materialize in the second half
of 2013. The establishment promotion committee began on March 1, 2014 and the main

schedule until the unveiling ceremony held on May 3, 2014 is as follows.

<Suwon Statue of Peace establishment promotion committee and schedule until the

unveiling ceremony>

On February 11, 2014, through the first preparatory meeting, it was decided to build a
Statue of Peace with the fundraising of Suwon citizens and to organize a promotion
committee to promote it. After that, the organization and role of the establishment
promotion committee were discussed three times and the organizational system was

completed.

On March 1, 2014, the inaugural general meeting was held and the agenda of the
preparatory committee was handled, and the launch ceremony of the “Suwon Statue of
Peace Establishment Promotion Committee” (Citizens' Resolution Conference) was held at
the outdoor venue of the Suwon Museum with 300 Suwon citizens. Halmoni Kim Bok-
dong, Gil Won-ok and Suwon resident Ahn Jeom-soon were the first to participate in the
fundraising. After the Citizens' Resolution Conference, we marched 1km to promote the

fundraising to the citizens.
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On March 4, 2014, through the first executive committee, public relations activities,
fundraising methods, and future activities were discussed, and specific matters related to
the establishment and unveiling of the Statue of Peace were discussed through a total of
nine executive committees until May 3. After that, on June 9, 2014, various meetings
were held 11 times, including discussions on the dissolution of the Suwon Statue of

Peace establishment promotion committee.

On May 3, 2014, the unveiling ceremony of the Suwon Statue of Peace was held in
attendance of halmoni Kim Bok-dong, Ahn Jeom-soon, Gil Won-ok and more than 200

citizens at the Olympic Park opposite Suwon City Hall.

<Special Event for Fundraising>

On April 5, 2014, a peace concert was held at the outdoor performance hall of Manseok
Park in Suwon to promote the establishment of the Suwon Statue of Peace and raise
funds. Various peace-related performances and eight activity booths were prepared here,
and the process of delivering the fund was sponsored by local cable station T-broad. In
addition, with the sponsorship of the Suwon Artists Association at the same place, works
wishing for peace were sold and some of the proceeds were delivered to the Statue of
Peace Fund. As a result of these activities and efforts, 134 organizations and 4,046

citizens participated, raising a total of 90,715,860 won.

o 2014, establishment of Suwon Peace Butterfly and major activities

After the construction and unveiling ceremony of the Suwon Statue of Peace, on June 15,
2014, the Suwon Statue of Peace establishment promotion committee disbanded after
the briefing session. Since then, Suwon Peace Butterfly was launched on August 14, 2014,
centering on citizens and organizations who empathized with the meaning of the Statue
of Peace, in the need for a civic organization to spread it into a civic movement. Since

the launch of the Suwon Peace Butterfly, the main activities to this day are as follows.

<2016~2017, Statue of Peace establishment activism in Germany>

In 2016, Freiburg, Germany's sister city of Suwon, decided to install a Statue of Peace
donated by Suwon in Freiburg, and announced it to the media on September 5, 2016.

After the agreement between the mayors of the two cities was announced in the media,
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Suwon citizens decided to set up a Statue of Peace in Freiburg with the fundraising of
citizens and began a full-fledged fundraising campaign. However, on September 21, 2016,
the Mayor of Freiburg delivered to the Mayor of Suwon by phone that the agreement
could not be kept. Mayor of Freiburg directly revealed that the Japanese government
was behind the decision to risk diplomatic discourtesy and break exchanges between

sister cities.

He said he was pressured through direct visits by Japanese diplomats in Germany,
received numerous unidentified emails containing opposition to the construction of the
Statue of Peace, and above all, he was notified by Japan's Matsuyama city that it would

stop exchanges as a sister city if the Statue of Peace was established.

This can be seen as a case in which the Japanese government's intervention in pure civic
exchanges is clearly revealed. Along this background, the Mayor of Freiburg declared
that the agreement could not be kept, and upon hearing this, the "German Statue of
Peace Establishment Promotion Committee" sent a letter of protest to Mayor of Freiburg

and Mayor of Matsuyama of Japan.

After that, the "German Statue of Peace Establishment Promotion Committee" consisting
of 95 civil society organizations in Suwon area was formed (September 29, 2016), and
later signed an agreement with the "German Promotion Committee” composed of
Korean residents and German citizens to share their roles. The Korean Promotion
Committee decided to raise money, produce, and transport to Germany for the
construction of the Statue of Peace, while the German Promotion Committee decided to
search for a construction site, hold an unveiling ceremony, and manage it afterward.
After that, the Korean Promotion Committee immediately started citizen fundraising.
Peace concerts were held along with street fundraising, and discussions were held to
spread consensus. Thus, until April 18, 2017, 206 citizens and a total of 116 organizations

participated to raise 60,059,089 won.

While struggling with the construction site, the German Promotion Committee decided
that the Nepal-Himalaya Pavillon, Wiesent in southern Germany was suitable, and on
March 8, 2017, the unveiling ceremony of the German Statue of Peace (Sooni) was held.
43 Suwon citizens and the late Ahn Jeom-soon (91 years old at the time), a victim of the

Japanese military sexual slavery, attended.

Upon hearing the news through media reports shortly after the unveiling ceremony, the
Japanese government officially requested to the park that the Statue to be demolished

through two on-site visits by the Japanese Consulate General in Munich. Accordingly, the
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park officially requested the German Promotion Committee to remove the Statue of
Peace inscription and explanation (April 8, 2017), and the German Promotion Committee
had no choice but to accept the park's request and agree to remove the inscription and
explanation. Thus, the Statue of Peace (Sooni) is currently in place in Nepal-Himalaya

Pavillon, with inscription and explanation removed.

This incident clearly shows the Japanese government's current perception of the history
of the Japanese military sexual slavery system. The Statue of Peace, which is erected
without an explanation and inscription, represents the Japanese government's attitude
toward the Japanese military sexual slavery system committed by the Japanese military
during the World War II. Rather than reflecting on the wrongdoings of the past history
and apologizing, this shows the bare face of the Japanese government - the perpetrator

country, busy hiding its past.

<2017~Present, Suwon Wednesday Festival for Resolution of the Japanese Military

Sexual Slavery Issue>

The Suwon Wednesday Festival for Resolution of the Japanese Military Sexual Slavery
Issue was first held on Wednesday, May 3, 2017, on the third anniversary of the
establishment of the Suwon Statue of Peace. The Suwon Wednesday Festival is held in
front of the Suwon Statue of Peace at 12 p.m. on the first Wednesday of every month to
raise awareness of the same issue as the Wednesday Demonstration held in front of the
Japanese Embassy every week. Since its first occassion in May 2017, it has continued 56
times so far. The Wednesday Festival is organized by civil society organizations operating

in Suwon.

<2021, Yongdam Ahn Jeom-soon Room of Memory>

Halmoni Ahn Jeom-soon (1928-2018) passed away from chronic disease on March 30,
2018 as a victim of Japanese military sexual slavery. Halmoni Ahn Jeom-soon has lived in
Suwon since 1993 and has lived as a human rights and peace activist while attending
various testimony rallies organized by The Korean Council for the Women Drafted for
Military Sexual Slavery by Japan. Her activism in Suwon began in 2014 when the Suwon
Statue of Peace was built, and since then, she has played a huge role in the founding

and activities of Suwon Peace Butterfly.

102



Ahn Jeom-soon's Room of Memory, a space to remember and commemorate such a
halmoni's life, was proposed by Suwon Peace Butterfly at her funeral in 2018 at Suwon
Citizens' Hall. After that, Suwon City decided to promote it as a city project, and decided
to create a space in the annex of the Family and Women's Center in Suwon City through
two years of project review and search for a place, and began construction in February
2021 and opened on August 14. In this Suwon'’s project, citizens produced a "Yongdam
Ahn Jeom-soon Monument" through fundraising (9.9 million won) and donated it to
Suwon. We expect the Yongdam Ahn Jeom-soon's Room of Memory to play a role as a
permanent history education space to remember and empathize with the history of the

Japanese military sexual slavery.

<2014~Present, Youth Peace Butterfly and Human Rights Instructors>

Suwon Peace Butterfly organizes and sponsors Youth Peace Butterfly to educate
teenagers on the history of the Japanese military sexual slavery issue. In addition, we
actively apply for public projects by the Office of Education and local governments for
various activities on history education about the Japanese military sexual slavery issue. To
this end, a human rights instructor group is openly recruited every year to prepare
courses and programs to prepare for educational activities on the Japanese military

sexual slavery issue.

o Suggestions for Peace Butterfly activities in the region

It can be said that the activities of the Peace Butterfly in Suwon actually began with the
establishment of the Statue of Peace. This is because Suwon Peace Butterfly was
launched with the establishment of the Statue of Peace. In this regard, the construction
of the Statue of Peace was the beginning of the civic movement for justice and peace.
The establishment of the Statue of Peace is also meaningful as a result of the civic
movement, but it can also be said to be a new starting point for the civic movement in
that it gives a strong motivation for justice and peace. In addition, several other contents
that provided an important opportunity for Suwon Peace Butterfly activities will be

helpful guidelines for local activities.

1. The existence of the late halmoni Ahn Jeom-soon was instrumental in the organization

and activities of the Suwon Peace Nabi. The existence of the halmoni, who had lived in
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Suwon since 1993, was, in fact, a living witness to the history of the Japanese military
sexual slavery, enough to serve as the basis for the existence of the Suwon Peace
Butterfly and motivation for its activities. So it is no exaggeration to say that all activities

were centered on the halmoni until she passed away.

2. The Statue of Peace is a symbolic sculpture that remembers the history of the
Japanese military sexual slavery and wishes for a just resolution. Therefore, with the
construction of the Statue of Peace, the first factor to be considered is the existence of a
local community centered on the Statue of Peace. If there is no local community that will
turn the meaning and lessons contained in the Statue of Peace into a social movement
or a civic movement, it will remain a mere work of art or sculpture. The social
implications of the Statue of Peace today can be seen as a civic movement that spreads

its meaning rather than its construction itself.

3. It is necessary to establish a healthy governance system with local governments. In the
case of Suwon Peace Butterfly, the presence of heads of local governments and
lawmakers with great interest and motivation in the issue of the Japanese military sexual
slavery actually helped greatly. For reference, the "Japanese Military ‘Comfort Women’
Ordinance,” which helps victims of the Japanese military sexual slavery and supports
activities, was enacted in 2015 in Suwon, Gyeonggi-do. Therefore, the establishment of
governance with local governments is an essential factor in various activities and projects,
given that the activities to resolve the issue are activities to realize universal human

values regardless of political views.

104



<Session 2> Global Statue of Peace and Backlash

Why did Statue of Peace become a target of the Japanese
right-wing?
| Tomomi Yamaguchi, Associate Professor of Anthropology,

Montana State University

Why did the Statue of Peace
become the Target of the
Japanese Right Wing?

Statue of Peace 10" Anniversary
International Symposium

Tomomi Yamaguchi
Montana State University
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The Statue of
Peace in Seoul
(2011) and
Japan’s Right
Wing

» The Japanese government under the
DPJ demanded its removal

+ Cited “Vienna Convention of
Diplomatic Relations”

» Rightists criticized the term “sexual
slavery” used on the plaque

« Awomen’sright-wing organization,
Nadeshiko Action, held its first major
action in Tokyo

Right-Wing Books on the “Comfort Women”
Issue

G rﬁamurgm;
' ﬁ]b\ 1

« The Statue of Peace
as a Symbol of the
“History Wars”

. g 7 the “Comfort

e SR W EEEIECES.  Women” Issue
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Anti-Korean Activism and the Statue of Peace

June 2012 - Japanese rightist
Suzuki Nobuyuki placed a stake
claimingthat Dokdo is a Japanese
territory beside the Statue of Peace
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Figurinessold at an anti-Korea
symposium by the Action
ConservativeMovementin
Tokyoin June 2015

“Comfort Women’” Monument in
Palisades Park, NJ (2010)

« May 2012: the Japanese
Consulate in NYC (under
the DPJ-led government)
and Diet members of the
LDP demanded the
removal of the
monument

« The demands came after
the building of the Statue
of Peace in Seoul in Dec

2011
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Movement against Palisades
Park Monument

« April 2012: Okamoto Akiko. “Japanese children in the U.S. are

victims of bullying: the system of permeation of anti-Japan PR
by South Korea.” Seiron, May 2012. (published in April)

’

« May 2012: The Consulate General of Japan in NY and four LDP

Diet members from Japan protested the contents of the plaque
and demanded the monument’sremoval. LDP’s internal
committees passed a resolution against the monument.

“In memory of the more than 200,000 women and
girls who were abducted by the armed forces of the
government of Imperial Japan 1930s-1945 known as
‘Comfort Women.””

“Comfort Women” Memorialsin North
America

©® NSO WNH

Palisades Park, NJ (2010) 9. Toronto, ON, Canada
Nassau County, NY (2012) (2014)

Garden Grove, CA (2012) 10. Brookhaven, GA (2017)
Bergen County, NJ (2013) 11. Cliffside Park, NJ (2017)
Glendale. CA (2013) 12. San Francisco, CA (2017)
Fairfax. VA (2014) 13. Manhattan, NY (2017)
Union Citv, NJ (2014) 14. FortLee,NJ (2018)
Southfield, MI (2014) 15. Annandale, VA (2019)

16. Hamden, CT (2020)

The underlined memorials are in public locations,
and the ones in red are the Statues of Peace.
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I The Statue of Peace in Glendale, CA
(2013)

+ The first Statue of Peace in the US;
Became a symbol of the “history wars”
for the rightists

« Protests from the Japanese
government and a sister city, Higashi
Osaka

. Right-wing politicians visited
« Court cases filed against the city of

Glendale by GAHT (Global Alliance for
Historical Truth), 2014-2017

« Focused on by new right-wing groups
in the US and Japan (e.g. GAHT, The
People’s Campaign for the Truth about
Comfort Women) and their movement

Revisionist Panel Exhibitions in Japan
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Flyer for Panel Exhibit on the “Comfort Women” Issue
in Oizumi Gakuen, Tokyo, Dec 13,2014
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Court Cases in Japan
against the Asahi: The
National Conference to
Correct the Asahi
Shimbun, Dec 2015

« Asahi Shimbun’s coverage on
the “comfort women” issue
>The building of “comfort
women” statues?

« Fabricated tales of bullying of
Japanese children and
discrimination against
Japanese people abroad

Mothers

S ETTIL A
”"""4: o\ Jzt;':i"‘

Left: Yamamoto Yumiko, The Pride That
Women Keep for Japan

Center: Kawasoe Keiko and Sugita Mio,
“History War” is the War for Women

Right: Sugita Mio and Yamamoto Yumiko,
Comfort Women Issue Can Be Resolved by
Women
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«“Remove all the statues and
stone monuments of sex
slaves in the world is the
responsibility of the Asahi!”

«“Finally a statue of sex slaves
will be in San Francisco!” etc..

2= « New women’s right-wing

organizations
« Nadeshiko Actionin
Japan

« HimawariJapanin the
us

« “Mothers” protecting

bullied children abroad

% * “Comfort women” issue

as anissue for right-wing
women

+ Spintheissueasa
diplomaticissuenot an
issue of women’s rights



The Rightists’ Claims against the Statues
of Peace

« Korea-Japan Treaty of 1965
« Vienna Convention of Diplomatic Relations of 1961

« The content of the plaque as inconsistent with the Japanese
government’s stance

« “sexual slavery”, "abduction” and the number “200,000”

« Actors other than the federal government playing a role in foreign
affairs - inappropriate

« 2017 - Japanese government expressed its stance to call the statue
as a “comfort woman statue”, not as a “girls’ statue”

Protection of Japan’s and Ancestors’ Honor

Being divisive for the community

Discrimination against the Japanese

Bullying of Japanese children (without concrete evidence)
Image of a young girl

2015 Diplomatic “Agreement” and the Statue of
Peace

* Diplomatic agreement (2015) - “thisissueis resolved
finally and irreversibly with this announcement.”

« Gave a sense that thisissue has been settled

« Japanese government claims that the removal of the
Statue of Peace in Seoul is one of the conditions of the
agreement

« The agreement is used as argument a%ainstthe building
of new memorials and for the removal of existing ones

« The amicus curiae brief by the Japanese government to
the US Supreme Court on the Glendale case (2017)
» ”"Because the monumentis not in line with the spirit of the 2015
Agreement between Japan and the Republic of Korea, it has

also been an impedimentto smooth implementation of the
Agreement.”
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Failed Projects as Success Stories for the
Right-Wing
« Active role of the Japanese Consulates

+ 2013 Buena Park, CA,USA . Sister cities - e.g. Fukui City’s resolution
« 2014 Fullerton, CA, USA against the statue plan in Fullerton

. 2015 Barnaby, BC, Canada  ° New migrants (shin-issei) from Japan

« Japanese American, Korean War vet Robert
Wada’s letters

« Japanese Canadian leaders in Barnaby
(Norimatsu 2020)

« Emphasized possible division within
local communities

« Claimed that the “comfort women”
issue is irrelevant to local communities

« Promoted a sense of fear

Failed Projects as Success Stories for the
Right-Wing

Strathfield, NSW, Australia

« AJCN (Australia-Japan Community Network) and its
connection with Japan’sright-wing

« AJCN as “Japanese mothers who stood up to protect
their children and white men who tried to protect
them” (Yamaoka 2017)

« Emphasized Australia’s “respect for
multiculturalism” (Hirayama 2015, Yamaoka 2017)

« Claimed thatthe issue was irrelevant to women’s
rights
« Discussionof history avoided
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Attacks on the Statues

. Suzuki Nobuyuki (2012) in Seoul, Korea

+ Placed a stake claiming that Dokdo/Takeshimais a Japanese

territory
. {;only_ll)\llarano in Glendale, CA (2014) and Brookhaven, GA

+ Covered the head of the statue with a paper bag; placed cash

on the statue’s lap
- Sugita Mio (2017)

+ “Once people realized that comfort women memorials would
be bombed no matter how many they build, they will not think
about b.wldlr)%anot.her one. We should bomb every single
memorial as itis built.” (Kawasoe and Sugita 2017, 141

« Fujii Mitsuhiko in Tainan, Taiwan (2018)

+ Kicked the statue

“Strategic Communication” by the

Japanese Government
« Dissemination of "Japan’s

Nooorer A OO WD B0 S position” on issues related to
Japan’s colonial history by the
Japanese consul general: Brookhaven memorial is ‘symbol of Japanese govern ment

hatred’

« 2015 - Major increase of the
strategic communication
budget to 70 billion yen
(approx. USS$ 590 million)

« The role of MOFA, Japanese
Embassies and consulates to
disseminate the Japanese

government’s opposition to
Reporter Newspapers, June 23,2017 the statues

“Japanese consul general: Brookhaven

memorialis ‘symbol of hatred’
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The June 2616, M;rch against "Comfort Women”
“Comfort ;!\h: De'mand the Immediate Removal of the Comfort Woman
atue!”
Women” Hate Speech Act of 2016
Issue and + limited to speech and behavior against
the Hate those who are “lawfully residingin Japan”
Speech Act « Former “comfort women” and foreigners
of 2016 residing outside of Japan and unlawfully

residing in Japan are excluded

San Francisco, CA (2017)

« First major US city that installed a
| statue commemorating “comfort

3 l |~ l"llllln e Ny f: e m 7]
:::I ““ L : women
| " « Japanese government - pressure

on local Japanese American
community (Koyamain
Yamaguchi et al. 2016)

« City of Osaka terminated sister-
city relationship with SF

« Osaka Restoration Party (Osaka
Ishin no Kai)

« Active involvementof Japanese

“Women’s Column of right-wing activists (GAHT)
Strength”
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Ongoing Threats against the Statue of
Peace

« The Statue of Peace under Threat in Japan

’(’Jé‘leg‘)J“freedom of Expression” exhibits at Aichi Triennale

» “The Unfreedom of Expression” in Nagoya, Osaka and
Tokyo (2021)
« Pressure from the Japanese government and the right-
wing continues

. Manila, Philippines (2018), Berlin, Germany (2020
Cglorado Us 20%?) ( ) Y )

. Japanese government’s use of lobbyists in the US

« Problem with the Japanese Media
« Limited reporting in the liberal/leftist media
« Therole of Sankei and other right-wing media
« Television - the role of popular TV shows
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<Session 2> Global Statue of Peace and Backlash

History Denialism in the Era of Globalization
| Jinhee Lee, Associate Professor of History, Eastern lIllinois

University

HISTORY DENIALISM
INTHE ERA OF GLOBALIZATION

JINHEE LEE, PHD
JLEE@EIU.EDU
HISTORY PROFESSOR, EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY

RESEARCHASSOCIATE, THE REISCHAUER INSTITUTE OF JAPANESE STUDIESAT HARVARD UNIVERSITY

INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM FOR THE 10THANNIVERSARY OF THE STATUE OF PEACE
DECEMBER 10 (HUMAN RIGHTS DAY), 2021
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HISTORY DENIALISM
INTHE ERA OF GLOBALIZATION:

WWII Military Sex Slavery Denialism as an Example

I. What Is History Denialism?
Il. Why?

I1l. Why Now?

IV. Where and by Whom?

V. How and How Not?

I. WHAT IS HISTORY DENIALISM?

= Definition and Categories

-What is & what is NOT “history denialism”

- Hardcore & softcore forms of history denialism
(awareness of silent, complicit enablement and
empowerment of history denialism!)
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1. WHY HISTORY DENIALISM?

= Motives and Desires

- from the psychological to the political & economic
- from an individual to the collective (e.g. national, racial,

regional, religious, etc. )

I1l. WHY HISTORY DENIALISM NOW?

= The Macro and Micro Context

- Global

- Regional

- National

- Local

- Historical and historiographical
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IV. HISTORY DENIALISM: WHO & WHERE?

= Agents of History Denialism across the Globe

= A Harvard Law Professor’s Case
- A spectacular example of history denialism in the age of
globalization, digitization, anti-intellectualism, and “lazy”
denialism (armchair pseudo-scholarship)
- Shared & unique techniques in his history denialism

V-1. HISTORY DENIALISM: HOW?

= Techniques of History Falsification

- Through covert & overt accusations of the victims & their
supporters as pathological/dangerous liars

- By inverting victims into victimizers or collaborators, and
“theorizing” it with pseudo-science for public validation

- By manufacturing and spreading fear-mongering conspiracy
theories against historical facts from the streets to the
classroom and social media while making provisional
alliances among history falsifiers across globe
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V-2. HISTORY DENIALISM: HOW NOT?

= Counter-Strategies to History Denialism

Effective and ineffective strategies of:
- individual & coordinated monitoring & confrontation
- scholarly/institutional/media/civic intervention
- global media/political/financial/legal pressure
- abuse of the concept of “freedom of expression”
- raising awareness for the long-term public good

IN LIEU OF CONCLUSION

m “History Denialism” and Human Rights Violation

m Reasons for cautious optimism concerning history
denialism in the era of globalization
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<Session 3> Global Statue of Peace Cases

Japan: 2019 Aichi Triennale and 2021 Tokyo, Nagoya,
Osaka, Kyoto Exhibitions
| OKAMOTO Yuka, Activist, Fight for Justice

[Japan] Aichi Triennale 2019/2021 Tokyo, Nagoya, Osaka, Kyoto Exhibition Case

e a
| 51\

Y

Okamoto Yuka (Japan)

Fight for Justice
Standing Commissioner
Editor, Cultural Program Director

In May 2012, Nikon Salon Japanese Military “comfort women” photo exhibition was
suspended.
In August 2012, the Tokyo Museum of Art's "Statue of Peace" miniature demolition
incident.
Let's not give in to unfair attacks and calmly open shows with the power of citizens!
Created our own security system, which led to Ahn Sehong's photo exhibition and “After
‘ ‘Freedom of Expression?””. It's run by 80 citizens.
Establishing relationships
with lawyers,
administration,and police.

For about 2 weeks,
2,700 people visited.
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Aichi Triennale 2019 invited "After 'Freedom of Expression?"”

‘Statue of Peace’ in the middle of

Japan'...audience holding its hand
[JTBC] August 2,2019

When the right-wingers made a loud noise and
criticized them,

Among the audience, voices like
"It's an art exhibition. Be quiet"
"Let's take a closer look at their history".
I've seen such scenes several times.

e 3 days of expression exchanges among
works and audiences, audiences and
audiences, artists and audiences,

> Freedom of expression is protected only
when a space like this is guaranteed.

[News host]

In the middle of Japan, the ‘Statue of Peace’ has been meeting
Japanese people at the Nagoya exhibition hall since yesterday
(1st). The reaction of Japanese visitors was a little different from
what we thought.

On the first day of the exhibition, there were more people who
sympathized with the Statue for the first time than those who
opposed it.

Sap: p
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[Urano/Audience: | used to think that Anti-Japan image
was quite strong. But looking at the meaning of the 12
symbols, | feel it’s different]
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The number of inquiries to each department in the prefecture "After 'Freedom of
and the Aichi Triennale executive committee Expression?'”

(August 1~31, 2019) Audience Survey

Aichi Main office call Each departmentin local offices
Triennale center the prefecture office
executive T
committee

B Positive
Negative
o e

fal o2

Phone g ( 182 Responses )
u “ | ] L]
I || —

|

m Spoken Politician Speech Content

8/1

8/2

8/2

8/2

8/5

Matsui Ichiro, Mayor of
Osaka

Suga Yoshihide, Chief
Cabinet Secretary

Kawamura Takashi, Mayor
of Nagoya

(Acting as the
representative of the
Triennale Executive
Committee)

"Group to protect Japan's
dignity and national
interests" created by
conservative lawmakers of
the Liberal Democratic

Party

Matsui Ichiro, Mayor of
Osaka

Regarding the Statue of Peace exhibition, tweeted, "l can't believe it as itis! I should check with Mayor
Kawamura.”

"When deciding to grant subsidies, we should check the facts and investigate them in detail to respond
appropriately," and "No specific details of the exhibition were stated at the time of examination." He
said he will consider responses including subsidies after checking the exhibition once again. (Asahi
Shimbun Aug 2, 2021) - 9/26 They announced that they would not issue the full amount of about 78
million yen.

Demanded inspection and immediate cancellation of the "After 'Freedom of Expression?'” a little after
noon.

"It crushes the hearts of Japanese people.”

Regarding the Japanese Military “comfort women” issue, "there is a strong theory that itis not true in
the first place," and "there is no evidence of forced mobilization."

August 5 press conference, "Itis not true that they forcibly mobilized women from all over Asia.”

‘Regarding the "Statue of Peace" exhibition, "It’s actually a political propaganda in the name of
freedom of art or expression. Public funds should not be invested, and the state and related local
governments are required to respond appropriately." After that, the chief secretary, Council member
Aoyama Shigeharu visited Nishimura Yasutoshi at the Prime Minister's residence. Mr. Nishimura
responded, "We have begun to respond to the Aichi group of the Liberal Democratic Party." (Asahi
Shimbun Aug 2, 2021)

"ltwasn't an exhibition where taxes had to be invested," and criticized the Statue as "a mere
slanderous work that is too far from the truth, even if there is freedom of expression." "No Japanese
Military ‘comfort women’ were forcibly taken away. | think that statue symbolizes Japanese Military
‘comfort women,” who were forcibly arrested, kidnapped, and treated as sexual slavery, which is
completely alie." (Mainichi Shimbun Aug 5, 2021)
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September5,2019 P>NHK Close up Today+ “After ‘Freedom of Expression?’” Scandal

Identified two people who sent criticising emails to the Aichi Triennale.

16 y.o highschool male 42 y.o corporate office worker
Sent in nearly 20 cases a day. "Takatsu, director of the Takatsu Clinic, was
quite angry."
"There's an atmosphere that it's okay to "Now that | think about it, | could’ve been a
do something together rather than doing it little easy on it"
alone".

Neither of them actually saw the exhibition

M Internet social issues expert Ryosuke Nishida, Assistant professor
at Tokyo National University of Technology

In some cases, the act of calling after reading the manual is shared.
"We can't just say it's the will of people."

Why was the Statue of Peace targeted at the Aichi Triennale?

N H K gfﬁ& 'E /U 0)% (" W ﬁﬂﬁ : Interference on the Statue of Peace establishment

and exhibition as Japan's diplomatic strategy.

BE
i g As for the "Statue of Peace" from the time of its
Qé = constructionin 2011 to the present, the Japanese
: !‘!E; g governmentdemanded "removal and relocation."”
L pichiz = X Recently, the Japanese government and right-wing
. ;- 34 I = = B forces continueto interfere with the construction of
o %‘ 3 : £ JI) fg Japanese Military “comfort women” memorials around
. = B : - the world.
“Comfort women” issue and taboo of the Japanese The 2018 edition of the Foreign
emperor, signified by the NHK’s ETV broadcast Ministry's annual Foreign Affairs Book

stated "This movement is very
unfortunate, It is incompatible with the
position of the Japanese government”
regarding the Statue of Peace built
around the world.

It also states that the Japanese
government will "(continuously)
approach several officials."

correction case.

A broadcast covering The Women's International War
Crimes Tribunal on Japan's Military Sexual Slavery(2000)
was corrected by political influences.

After this incident, the report on the Japanese Military
Sexual Slavery issue was greatly retreated, and
decisively retreated to the beating of Asahi Shimbun in
2014 to present day.

124



Taiwan Taipei MOCA April 18~June 7,2020

» Despite COVID-19, 15,000 visited.
» Guidetour

Called by the Japan-Taiwan
" Exchange Association (which also

works as the Consulate).

- wan

"It's not MOCA if you give in to
pressure from the Japanese
government." (Director)

Loh Li-chen (58 B &) Director
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“After ‘Freedom of Expression?’” Exhibition = What happened in Tokyo?
Interference immediately after the public release on June 3, 2021

First exhibition space
The street propaganda was initiated by the
Internet right-wing attacking the private gallery.
| _—— Stuck one-way street for an hour and a half.

(9 - | Police guards don't move atall.

1 LW
6/25 & EROFEHE - RROF Y5V b~ A Y b

19:30-21:30
#—

FheVF¥FaFh-IIVY
(BAIR / FRODS KR {E#H)
FLSTLOYT HEBR)

ERETE

The second exhibition hallwas
private, but for some reason, right-
wing propaganda cars came.

Two cars from the public security
lined up and went around the
streets in front of the exhibition
hall six times.

e <
We invited Mr. and Mrs. Kim to host a talk with
a female activistwho resists forced " standing
up" during Kimigayo
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Nagoya “After ‘Freedom of Expression?’”
July 6~11, 2021 (Banned on the 8th)

Part 2 = Breaking borders~ The record of pm Part 1 = 3 pieces from the Aichi
the civic movement. Triennale

Standing demonstration and
posters against the Aichi
Triennale’sban of “After ‘Freedom
of Expression?’” Exhibition

In the background of the Statue of Peace, photosand
maps of victims of Japanese Military “comfort women”
around the world by Ahn Se-hong were displayed.
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In Nagoya, press conferences were held every day, with
the exhibition hallunilaterally closed and negotiations
rarely taking place.

In front of the city hall, we approached the staff and
protested (lower right).

. BRsSEok!
 BrTrRBORse |

"RROTEHE 0% D

I wanted to see it! Don't block "freedom of
expression” with violence!

A group of Aichi people asking for the resumption

of “After ‘Freedom of Expression?’” Exhibition

“After ‘Freedom of Expression?’” El Osaka
July 16~18, 2021

-

a—

The Statue of Peace and the work of Cho
Yeon-su, a Chosen school student, are
facing each other.

The work of Okamoto Mitsuhiro, produced
in response to the Statue of Peace
becoming the target of the attack. (Right)
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People protecting the first
and eighth floors. Security
centered on the counter
on the first floor. Citizens
gathered freely with
posters. On the left, street
propaganda by
professional right-wing.
Security under a system of
~ 100 police officers in

1 Osaka, stopping people
from entering El Osaka.

harassment against the
“After ‘Freedom of
Don't look away from
the perpetrator past

¥ - / ], h 8 { 14 “,' Y . o
~:‘ Y %/ / R y? = ¥ ",.».g
Regarding the decisions of the Osaka District Court and the Osaka High Court

Nakatani Yuji (FromRecall Petition Denial and “After ‘Freedom of Expression?’”)

March 6 Approval to use the gallery
June 25 Disposition to cancel approval«¢ lawsuit for revocation of disposition

(1) Osaka District Court Decision (July 9, 2021) < Appeal

® "It cannot be said that there is a specific risk of a serious situation that cannot be prevented
even through appropriate expenses by the police immediately," and ordered suspension of
execution because there was no justifiable reason for cancellation of use.

(2) Osaka High Court Decision (July 15, 2021) < Appeal
e |t is contrary to the purpose of Article 21 of the Constitution to refuse to use public facilities
on the grounds that there is a risk of conflict and obstruction by other groups opposing the

event, although street speeches or street propaganda activities are expected to intensify
despite the organizer’s efforts to hold the event in peace.

® For street speeches or street propaganda activitiesexceeding a certain volume, police officers or
police chief can respond by issuing orders prescribed by the Ordinance on the Regulation of
Explosive Noise.

(3) Supreme Court Decision (July 16, 2021)

The special appeal dismissed
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The Statue of
Peaceis

the essence of
Halmoni's
struggle

Kyoto “After ‘Freedom of Expression?’ Kansai”
Private Open July 24, 2021

It was scheduled to be exhibited as the "War
exhibition', which has been held for a longtime
to demand the responsibilities of the
perpetrator. Butdue to internal opposition, it
was held privately at a separate exhibition hall.
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December 5, A man who blackmailed the Tokyo exhibition was arrested

December 5, it was Why we reported
announced that the
police arrested a Although reporting to the police gives
businessman in Hyogo the burden to the victims,
Prefecture for we thought that these threats will
blackmailing the Tokyo continue if the people hiding behind
exhibition anonymity and committing

RRTO 'FROFEHR TREEMED blackmailing are left unpunished.

BV SRR

RROFEBE BEH B2A

ok

(}5@]5@:@'{%Ab\ﬁjthl:gi'([;gL\! .| 'It’s not strange if any one of you is
RELSEX- VRS =] found dead!!!'

KAV R AN VWAl ST
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% Kim Seokyoung, Kim

o1

Weonsung, . * Case of Aichi Triennale “Exhibition Ban”, lwanami * Special: Slapping The Korean
Translated publication of C il
Promise on an Empty Chair, SHoten, 2019 ounc!
SeoriShobo ﬁﬁp;y% Ju;1e * Recall Petition Denial and “After Freedom of "f—}/ISIon" No.2.
S Expression?’”, Akebi Shobo & |+ U'£F, 2021. Asia Women's Data Center

2021
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<Session 3> Global Statue of Peace Cases

Germany: Berlin and Dresden Statue of Peace

| Nataly Han, Representative, Korea Verband

Intersectionality of

Berlin Statue of Peace

Statue of Peace 10th Anniversary International
Symposium

December 14 2021

Nataly Han, Representative, Korea Verband AG Trostfrauen

Table of Contents

1. Pressure from the Japanese government and an order
to demolish the Statue of Peace in Mitte, Berlin

28 The process of overcoming the crisis of the Statue of
Peace

3. Tensions between Mitte District Office (BA) and District
Council (BW).

4, The historical meaning of the adoption of the resolution
for permanent installation of the Statue of Peace

55 The role of the Statue of Peace in Berlin

6. Intersectionality of the Statue of Peace
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1. Pressure from the Japanese government and an order to
demolish the Statue of Peace in Mitte, Berlin

September 28th, 2020. Unveiling Ceremony

i N _ -
}\\: 2 \\ |

B |

The unveiling speech by Miiller-Tischler, the Ministry of
Culture in Mitte

September 28th, 2020. The Statue of Peace is being unveiled.

133

The unveiling speech by the reUnion community
organization

. Although the unveiling ceremony was
originally planned on August 14, 2020, the
International Memorial Day for the Japanese
Military “Comfort Women,” it was postponed due
to road construction around the Statue of Peace.
. History is coincidence - The unveiling
ceremony was planned according to the schedule
of Mitte’s Ministry of Culture Sabine WeiRler
(member of the Green Party) at 15:00 on Monday,
September 28th.

. September 28th the official unveiling
ceremony

. September 27th Yonhap News report and
The Korean Council’s press conference/ The
Japanese government was immediately informed
. September 29th Kato Katsunobu, the
Japanese Chief Cabinet Secretary, requested to
remove the Statue of Peace through press
conference, October 2nd Motegi Toshimitsu, the
Japanese Foreign Minister, requested the
demolition of the Statue of Peace to Heiko Maas,
the German Foreign Minister, via video call.

. October 7th, Mitte District Office ordered
the demolition of the Statue of Peace within 7 days
until October 14th.



2. The process of overcoming the crisis of the Statue
of Peace

. Key contents of the demolition order:
The installation of the Statue of Peace, which is
associated with Korea-Japan conflict, in Berlin
creates inconvenience for the German
government to take the side of Korea, and harms
good relations between Germany and Japan. In
the inscription, only Japan was attacked
unilaterally, and there was no mention of sexual
violence in the past in Germany.

. Once an application for an
administrative court injunction is received, the
Statue cannot be demolished unconditionally.

. Recruited a competent female
attorney. Received on October 13.
. October 13 Press conference with

Japanese Women'’s Initiative, Yazidi Women’s
Coalition, Yazidi Women’s Council,and medica
mondiale. Approximately 300 protesters
participated in the demonstration in two days.

Successful response from the Korea Verband, media, and
citizens around the world

. Contacted a reporter in charge of East Asia at the
Berlin Taz newspaper and a long-time acquaintance Sven
Hansen. October 7th, the first report was published
https://taz.de/Umgang-mit-sexualisierter-
Kriegsgewalt/!5716087/

. German media (Berliner Zeitung, Der Tagesspiegel,
etc) released a series of reports. Korean and Japanese media
also had a great response.

. After the demolition order: Professional
Association of Visual Artists Berlin (BBK) issued a statement
about the suppression of freedom of expression: Pointed out
that it is dangerous to demolish works of art under pressure
from foreign government

. Protest mail from various human rights, women’s
groups, politicians, and professors
. Petition started by Korean students gathered over

9,000 people. Korea Verband’s open letter, added 3,000 more
people

1pm October 13,2020, around 300 people gathered for demonstrationin
front of the Statue of Peace
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Mitte constituency parties’ (SPD, Green Party, Left Party) fierce
protest

. Berlin Mitte’s Left Party visited Korea Verband ' A | WO r— e ——
twice (DIE LINKE) https://www.dielinke-berlin- . o —— —_
mitte.de/politik/aktuelles/detail/news/pm-fuer- £
den-erhalt-der-friedensstatue-trostfrauen-in-
berlin-moabit/ (13.10.2020)

. Berlin Mitte’s SPD’s rebuttal
https://www.spd-berlin-mitte.de/meldungen/wir-
fordern-den-erhalt-und-eine-transparente-
diskussion-ueber-die-friedensstatue-in-moabit/
(12.10.2020)

. Despite its affiliation with the Mayor of Mitte,
the Green Party also rebutted

. scitoiiz]
?Iié'deb"o"oém/ 13, Zr_essemlttell_un bvv Stephan von Dassel, the Mayor of Mitte, participated in the protest on
raktion-buen n|s-9Q- |e-gruenerj-|n-m|tte- October 13, withheld the demolition order, and proposed a
fordert-erhalt-der-friedensstatue/ (13.10.2020) negotiation that will satisfy both the Japanese Embassy and Korea
Verband.

3. Tensions between Mitte District Office and District Council

In 2020 Berlin’s Mitte District Council, the three progressive
parties formed a majority of 38 seats (SPD: 15 seats, Green
Party: 12 seats, Left Party: 11 seats) through a coalition
government. Other conservative and far-right parties, CDU (7
seats), Alternative Party (4 seats), FDP (3 seats), Pirate Party (2
seats) form 16 seats in total. (Total seats in the District Council:
54)

On November 5, 2020, the Pirate Party and the Left Party
submitted an application on the issue of the Statue of Peace at
the same time. Due to the time constraints, the Pirate Party’s
bill on “recall of the demolition order and maintenance of
the permit period” was first passed by the majority and the
Left Party and the Green Party’s bill on the “preservation of
the Statue of Peace” was postponed to the Mitte District
Council on December 1. (on the right side of the picture) On November 5 and on
December 1, Omas gegen Rechts (Grannies against the Right)
registered the protest to the police and held the candlelight
protest together during the District Council meeting.
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December 1, 2020 the second resolution on the “Preservation of the
Peace Statue” was passed at Mitte District Council (BVV)

December 1, 2020 the second resolution was passed at the Mitte
District Council

From the passing of the first resolution on November 5to December 1,
the German society was flooded with various news articles related to the
Statue of Peace. The major newspapers in Berlin each reported more
than five times. Articles saying that thereis no end to reflection of the
Allied Forces’ (Soviet Union, USA, France, England) raping of womenin
Germany immediately after the defeatand the past poured outin
German society. It was very exceptional.

-“Preservation of the Statue of Peace,” (1. Maintenance of the Statue of
Peace 2. Additional 6 weeks due to road construction 3. Mitte and Korea
Verband to work together to find a solution for a permanentinstallation,
mustincluding the district council.) which the Green Party made minor
modifications to the left-wing party plan, had an overwhelming victory
(24:5).

-Mitte District Office demanded the implementation of the permanent
conservation resolution by May 10.

Thilo Urchs

Geboren 1962
Ingerieu fr Verkehvswesen

Arbeitsschwerpunkte

Thilo Urchs, a Left Party district councillor who was at the
core of the resolution on the “Preservation of the Statue of
Peace” said, “While we (Berlin) should be the ones to deal
with wartime sexual violence against women, | am grateful
that the Korea Verband erected the Statue of Peace one
step ahead,” and devised a strategy to add the “Permanent
Conservation of the Statue of Peace.”

December 4, 2020 Mitte District Office’s withdrawal of
demolition orders

On December 4, the Mayor of Mitte Stephan von Dassel informed
the Berlin Administrative Court that the order to remove the
Statue of Peace was withdrawn as Korea Verband had made no
mistakes.

“Since Mitte recalls the order to demolish the Statue of Peace,
the Korea Verband no longer needs to go to trial against the
Mitte District Office. If the Korea Verband was hurt by the Mitte
District Office, it was unintentional, and therefore | send my
apologies. We inform that the Korea Verband had made no
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SIND DIE
FRIEDENS
STATUE.

DEMONSTRATION | 25.11.20
16:00-17:30 | GENDARMENMARKT, BERLIN

“We are the Statue of Peace”

On the International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against
Women, the Korea Verband
placed 400 chairs in
Gendarmenmarkt and informed
that the Japanese government
and the Mitte District Office in
Berlin were currently forcing us
to remain silent




January 28, 2021, FDP’s proposal for an art contest for the
“wartime violence against women memorial”

Berlin’s FDP (Free Democratic Party) Facebook and social

media show remarkable influence of the Japanese government

on the Statue of Peaceissue. They argue thatitis not

reasonable to have the Statue asitalready had many problems

before, especially because it was established by the Korean

Council. They even mentioned aboutit being pro-North Korea.

Because the issue of the wartime sexual violence against
women isimportant, the Mitte District of Berlin proposed to
hold an art contest to establish a new Peace Statue that can
replace the Statue of Peace and the proposal was passed by
Arts Council.

+ The artcontest is continuously being used by the Mitte District

Office as a counter-argument for the Statue of Peace.

Two days after the announcement of the Statue of Peace
demolition order, an anonymous resident or artist placed a
small art piece on the chair of the statue.

The unremitting efforts of the three parties in the district council
1 year extension of the preservation of the Statue of Peace

Dueto the concerns aboutthe passive behavior
of the Mitte District Officeand the removal of the
statueduringtheupcoming generaland local
elections on September 26, the Left Party passed
an emergency bill “Safety of the Statue of Peace”
by a majority on March 18. Here the Left Party
also hasastrategy. Its contentincludes “The
permit period of the Statue of Peace will be
automaticallyextended untilthe permanent
retentionisresolved.”

Korea Verband submitted tworequests on the
indefinite extension and permanent lease of the
Statue of Peace on June 28.

On August 30, Weiller,a member of the Mitte
District Council on Ministry of Cultureand
Environment, delivered a letter saying thatonly
a one-yearextension is possible. On October 6,
the official permit wasissued.
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4, The historical meaning of the resolution for permanent
installation of the Statue of Peace

Retrieving and demolishing the statue that has already been approved for installation must be recognized as
a violation of freedom of expression

Condemn the Japanese government’s pressure on other country and at the same time the Japanese
government’s historical revisionist stance is revealed and condemned.

Since the installation of monuments and art in public spaces is under the control of the German municipality,
the central government cannot openly intervene. Although the German Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
the city of Berlin demanded the removal of the Statue of Peace so as not to complicate its relations with
Japan, the Mitte District Council has the power of decision-making. This shows the power of local autonomy
and can be understood as the basis of democracy.

Recognition of the artistic value of the Statue of Peace and a positive example of a successful feminist
women’s movement worldwide.

It shows that Korea Verband, a Korean-German group, is not anti-Japanese from a nationalist point of view
but is rather active in extensive network and transnational activities of restoring women’s human rights.

The Statue of Peace became the center of
the feminist women’s movement

Zum Internationalen Tag gegen Gewalt an Frauen®:

e i '
The Statue of Peace became central Frauen: siid kellie Oplels
Am Samstag, 27.11.2021

during International Women’s Day 1130 h bis 1330 h
(March 8), International Day for the Bt ok Boeetor B
Elimination of Violence against bl

Women (November 25), and the day
when Kim Hak-soon halmoni broke

the silence (August 14)..

Breaking
the Silence

Action Week
Against
Femicide &
Sexual
Violence

138




Hometown of Koreans in Berlin:
a place of meeting and communic

the Peace Statue keepers, artists, and

activists

A space for youth history
Mitte is the center of mas

o

ation for

education:

s deportation of Jews

freight train.

of Peace.

Cellokonzert
Claire Sojung Henkel: Vorspieleria Cello Staatskapelle Berla
Kisvecbeglesamg: Eoun Som Moca
1. Pablo Casals / Seng of the Birds

2 Comille Saimt-Sadns / The Swan
3 Gabeiel Faué | Apres ws réve

Hundreds of thousands of
Jews were detained inthe
Europe’s largest synagogue
and then transported toa
labor camp by Westhafen

Monuments associated with
the massacre and the Statue
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Symbol of justice against racism, human rights violations, and injustice:
The memorial ceremony held by Omas gegen Rechts for the victims of the
racist attack in Hanau

Mahnwache &
Gedenken an Hanau

Monatliche Mahnwache jeden
dritten Freitag im Monat von
OMAS GEGEN RECHTS an der Friedensstatue

Start 19.02.21 um 11 Uhr

The memorial service for the Atlanta shooting
IN MEMORY HOSTED BY AND. 1N victims: Asian community’s meeting place

SOLIDARITY WITH ASIAN

IN RESISTANCE DIASPORA COMMUNITIES

A vigil for the
Atlanta shooting
victims

STATUE OF PEACE/
BIRKENSTRASSE/
BREMER STRASSE
MOABIT, BERLIN

#SOLIDARITATMITATLANTA
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5. The Role of the Statue of Peace in Berlin

. Transcending Korea-Japan conflict and
nationalism
. A place to commemorate and remember those
who have suffered human rights violations such as
racism and national violence
. A symbol of women’s human rights and
empowerment
. A space of resistance
. The difference between a memorial
established by the country and a memorial established
by civil society
. Diaspora meeting space (hometown)
. Communication with the community -

e peacemaking

@ Komen UUL . A place for education on Eurocentrism and

N~ postcolonialism
. A positive symbol of gender-level colonialism
and resistance
. Creating an open future together

6. Intersectionality of the Statue of Peace

Colonialism, imperialism, diplomatic alliance of
patriarchal Japan, South Korea, and Germany.

Although Germany has done a lot of liquidation of
the Nazi past, its colonial rule in Africa before the
World War | was not properly liquidated, and is
therefore ignorant of colonialism

Since colonialism is Eurocentric, Japan does not
recognize that it was an empire like other
European empires at the time.

The intersectionality of the Statue of Peacein
Germany: imperialism, colonialism, nationalism,
sexism, racisms are complexly clustered.

If the Statue of Peace becomes permanently
maintained in Berlin, it will be possible to
eradicate patriarchal thinking and achieve true
democratic peace with gender equality.
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<Session 3> Global Statue of Peace Cases

Australia: Sydney Statue of Peace
| Chun Je Cho, Former Chair, Melbourne '‘Comfort Women'

Memorial Task Force

Dear All, I am Cho Chun-je, who is currently working in Melbourne. Thank you for
inviting me to this event and allowing me to speak on behalf of Australia. Currently
(2021.12), two Statues of Peace have been built in Sydney and Melbourne in Australia,

and | would like to tell you separately between Sydney and Melbourne.

Sydney Statue of Peace Case - Friends of “Comfort Women” in Sydney
Introduction

The Sydney Statue of Peace was built in Sydney, Australia, on August 6, 2016, which was
the fourth statue to be established overseas after the United States and Canada. From
2006 to 2010, when Koreans began to engage in activities related to the Japanese
military sexual slavery issue in Australia, they formed the Friends of "Comfort Women" in
Australia (FCWA, hereinafter FCWA) with Japanese military sexual slavery victims to focus
on political lobbying and civic campaigns. Since then, four campaigns to urge the
adoption of resolutions from 2007 to 2010 have been eventually rejected, and FCWA's
systematic activities have slowed down for a while. Later in December 2015, as the
humiliating Korea-Japan agreement heightened the serious crisis over resolving the
Japanese military sexual slavery issue, they became more active in promoting the
historical truth of the Japanese military sexual slavery issue through a movement to
establish a Statue of Peace. After the establishment of the Statue of Peace in Sydney in
August 2016, the Sydney Statue of Peace Promotion Committee became the Friends of
"Comfort Women" in Sydney (FCWS) and have organized events to support Statue of
Peace in Oceania, raise awareness on Australian victim-survivor Jan Ruff O'Herne, and

raise public awareness through exhibitions, concert, film screening, and more.
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1. Process

Prior to the launch of the Sydney Statue of Peace Promotion Committee in Sydney,
Australia, activities were jointly promoted by the Korean community and the Chinese
community in 2014 to build the Statue of Peace on the site of a council in downtown
Sydney and densely populated areas by Koreans. However, due to strong protests from
the Japanese government and systematic interference from the Japanese community, the
construction of the Statue of Peace was finally reserved, and the driving force for the
construction of the Statue of Peace in Sydney disappeared. Since then, Koreans who
could not give up the construction of the Statue of Peace formed the Sydney Statue of
Peace Promotion Committee again in 2016 and built the Sydney Statue of Peace in
August of that year. Despite the short preparation period, Reverend Bill Crews, who
somehow learned about the failure to build a peace monument in a local newspaper in

Australia, persuaded the church foundation to build a Sydney Statue of Peace.

2. Reactions from the Japanese government and so on

In the process of building the Statue of Peace, there were organized actions to stop the
establishment of the Statue of Peace by Japanese conservative groups such as lobbying
local councils and sending threats. After the establishment, the Japanese community has
sued Stuart McMillan, President of Ashfield United Church, and Reverend Bill Crews,
where the statue is located, for violating the Section 18C of the Racial Discrimination Act.
Reverend Bill met with John Ajaka, then multicultural minister of the New South Wales
state government, to help build the Sydney Statue of Peace, when he heard the concern
that the construction could deepen conflicts between the Japanese and Korean
communities. We believe that there was a strong lobby and pressure from the Japanese
government behind the interview with Minister John. In addition, Reverend Bill met with
the Japanese Consulate-General at the time, and he was personally threatened that if he
continued to help build the statue, he might be permanently denied entry to Japan in
the future. At that time, the Japanese government and some far-right Japanese
communities launched a negative public opinion offense through political lobbying and

accusations to prevent the construction of the Sydney Statue of Peace.

3. Local organizations in solidarity
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In 2014 we jointly promoted the construction of a peace monument in downtown
Sydney and the densely Korean populated council area with the Chinese community. We
also organized a public hearing at the council and the city council in support of the
construction of the peace monument with Carol Ruff, daughter of Australia's victim-
survivor Jan Ruff O'Herne. Although the Chinese community did not actively cooperate
to build the 2016 Sydney Statue of Peace, the support of Jan Ruff O'Herne, her family,
and Australian human rights activist and religious representative Reverend Bill Crews
supported in the construction activities. At the unveiling ceremony of the Sydney Statue
of Peace, the elderly Jan Ruff O'Herne sent a message to congratulate the construction
of the peace monument through a voice recording, and her daughter attended the
unveiling ceremony on her behalf. Linda Burney, Reverend Bill Crews, and New South
Wales Senator Ernest Wong, the first indigenous woman to be elected as a federal

congresswoman in Australia also attended.

4. Contents and direction of activism after establishment

Since the establishment of the Sydney Statue of Peace, the FCWS has focused on
informing the Korean community and Australian citizens of the historical truth of the
Japanese military sexual slavery through exhibitions, concerts, film screenings, and
hosting of Wednesday Demonstration. Building on the specificity of the Australian region,
the future direction is to promote Australian civil society's interest in the Japanese
military sexual slavery issue along with researchers, peace and human rights and
women's organizations in Australia and expand this issue to a global women's, peace,
and human rights movement. To this end, first, we will work closely with the activists in
Oceania. Currently, the Oceanian Activists in Solidarity (tentative name) is working
together to expand learning of common interests and link the learning to practical
activities through regular online meetings among activists in Sydney, Melbourne, and
Brisbane in Australia. Celebrating the International Women's Day in March this year, the
first webinar was held with Australian researcher Caroline Norma, and the second
webinar was jointly promoted with Oceanian activists to mark the International Day for
the Elimination of Sexual Violence in Conflict in June. Also, since 2020, we have been
jointly promoting a memorial service for Jan Ruff O'Herne. In the future, the Oceanian
Activists in Solidarity will work together to expand its network with women and human
rights organizations related to the issue of Japanese military sexual slavery in the Asia-

Pacific region, including Indonesia, East Timor, Papua New Guinea and more. Second, we
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are promoting communication and cooperation with future generations, especially
through the campaign to promote Jan Ruff O'Herne. Proper history education on the
issue of Japanese military sexual slavery is an important task in the post-victim era and a
great wish of Jan Ruff O'Herne. In June 2021, the Korean Cultural Centre Incorporated
helped teenagers participate in youth classes to educate Jan Ruff O'Herne's life and
human rights movements, and introduced various creations such as essays, paintings,
and poems by participating students. In the future, we will actively promote the value of
peace and human rights to Australian society with future generations through various

platforms.

5. Other difficulties and meanings

Australia's major political and economic parties are not actively responding to the issue
of the Japanese military sexual slavery, because they are conscious of the Australian
government’s diplomatic and economic relations with Japan and long-lasting allyship
with the U.S. This is the biggest external factor that makes it difficult to build a Statue of
Peace in Australia. In August last year, the enactment of the "Jan Ruff O'Herne Memorial
Day" was promoted smoothly by the joint initiative of Australia's major political parties,
the Liberal Party, the Labor Party, and the Green Party, but eventually failed to cross the
wall of each party's pro-Japanese political line. However, there are studies in Australia
that Jan Ruff O'Herne, a victim-survivor of the Japanese sexual slavery existed, and there
were about 3,000 victims of the Japanese sexual slavery in “comfort stations” in New
Guinea, which was Australia's territory during the World War Il. Therefore, the FCWS will
continue to ask the Australian government to fulfill its responsibility and role in resolving
the Japanese military sexual slavery as a major signing country for international human
rights treaties. Internal difficulties include the lack of deep understanding and expertise
in the issue of the Japanese military sexual slavery since all activists of the FCWS are
volunteers and have personal circumstances. We have regrets and difficulties in not
responding quickly and actively to international solidarity activities needed for Korea and
Australia. We aim to breakthrough this difficulty by discovering new next-generation
activists through the expansion of human networks in Korea and Oceania and education

for future generations.

Conclusion
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As we prepared the presentation for the Statue of Peace 10th Anniversary International
Symposium, we recalled the efforts of countless people and the difficult journeys that
had been gathered to build the Sydney Statue of Peace. In Australia, we reminded
ourselves of the commitment and determination to inform many people of the historical
truth of the Japanese military sexual slavery, and we remembered our anger at the reality
that the forces that undermined the spirit of peace and denied history were rampant.
Until the day the Statue of Peace is deeply positioned in the hearts of people around the
world as a symbol of human rights and peace, the FCWS will do our part better here in
Sydney, Australia, and work together more closely as The Korean Council for Justice and
Remembrance for the Issues of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan’s international solidarity

partner.

Melbourne Statue of Peace Case
1.0utline

Melbourne, Australia, established the 10th overseas Statue of Peace on November 14,

2019, with four years of passionate solidarity and efforts by local residents.

The 2015 Japan-Korea “Comfort Women” Agreement sparked a great deal of
participation for the Korean residents in Melbourne, which is a quite conservative region.
The news that the Statue of Peace was built in Sydney on August 6, 2016, encouraged us

to make an attempt.

After monitoring the cases of activists in other cities as much as possible, we found that
the formation of early members was very important. To increase accountability during
activities, The Melbourne Welfare Center (acting chairman Jeon Joon-soo) requested 30
organizations, including Catholic, Christian, Buddhist, Musician, Artists organizations, for 4
months (August to November 2016) to engage in the establishment of Statue of Peace

and send one active member from each group.

Although there were a few oppositions, the people who have been active in Korean
language schools and Korean associations for a long time assisted in the persuasion.
After the Melbourne Comfort Women Memorial Task Force (MCWM)'s organization

registration on November 28, 2016, the activism became official.

Specifically, Uniting Church (Pastor Yoo Geun), Korean Catholic Community in Melbourne
- Mt. Waverley (Father Kim Wook), Melbourne Korean Church (Pastor Lee Jong-jin),

Buddhist Namjangsa (General Manager Kim Han-sik) were sponsor organizations.
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Melbourne Welfare Center (General Manager Cho Chun-je), Musician Association
(President Cho Young-ae), Artists Association (Artist Kim Myung-hee), Culture Troupe
"Sori" (Director Lee Sung-beom), Teachers' Association (President Choi Myung-sook)
were main coordinators. Individuals (Yeo Soo-jung, Hong Yena, Jeon Jin-hyuk, Choi Sun-
ha, Lee Sang-yoon, Kwak Jae-myung, Yoon Jung-won, Jeong Min-ah, Noh Jin-yi, Noh Jin-
ah, Park Sung-hye, Kim Tae-hoo, and Lee Yoon-jung) also joined. Consisting of 8
members through open recruitment and recommendation, and we started with a clear

division of work such as general affairs, public relations, and finance.

In October 2021, the group name was changed to Friends of "Comfort Women" in
Melbourne (FCWM), and 11 people (Cho Young-ae, Kim Hyun-jung, Lee Yoon-jung, Han
Gil-soo, Yeo Soo-jung, Kim Hyun-joo, Kim Ha-jin, Choi Min-ho, Cho Chun-je, Yoon Kang-
yi, and Park Seol-hwa) are currently active. The total number of sponsors who join each

event is about 250.

In terms of major executives’ terms, we are implementing a two-year term system to

increase their sense of responsibility and prevent them from burning out in the middle.

2. Main events for fundraising

As the first big event, Canadian Tiffany Hsiung's documentary film "The Apology" that
she filmed for over 6 years was screened at the Korean Catholic Community in
Melbourne - Mt. Waverley in July 2017, raising more than $10,000. The second big event
was the screening of “I CAN SPEAK” in June 2018 at the Melbourne Korean Church,
attended by 5 Hwasung city officials and organization leaders, Prof. Mohita Roman from
Monash University, Prof. Kate Mcgregor from Melbourne University, Lawmaker MT Pang
from Moansh Council, which raised about $8,000.

In addition, we raised about $4,000 over three years through the sale of promotional
materials from the FCWS and butterflies made by Melbourne activists at bazaars at the

Korean Center.

3. Cooperation with local government and organizations in Korea

We were concerned that prolonging this project with a total budget of $60,000 and
holding frequent fundraising events in a small Korean community of about 35,000 may

cause fatigue. Also, the undecided construction period would cause distrust. Therefore,
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we have asked for a joint construction to Suwon, Jecheon and Seongnam, but it was
unsuccessful. We also looked into moving the lost Statue of Peace from the Philippines,

but it was also difficult.

Vivian Pak of the FCWS, who knew of the situation, introduced us to Hwaseong City and
we visited Hwaseong City Hall in person, persuaded leaders, and officials to attend the
second event "I CAN SPEAK" film screening and asked them to see how much

Melbourne people desperately want the Statue of Peace.

Eventually, Hwaseong City organizations visited Melbourne directly, and although there
were twists and turns, they helped a lot until its establishment. On November 14, 2019,
the unveiling ceremony of the 10th Statue of Peace abroad was held in front of the

Korean Center in Victoria.

More than 250 residents of Melbourne, activists of the FCWS and New Zealand,
Hwaseong Mayor and 15 others, and Yoon Mi-hyang, then Korean Council representative,

attended the unveiling ceremony.

4. A public site or a Korean community center

To establish the Statue of Peace at a public site, we met with Member of the Parliament
Julian Christopher Hill (Labour Party), Monash Council Mayor Paul Klisaris, Monash
Council Councillor MT Pang, and Member of the Parliament of Victoria Matthew Guy

(Liberal Party), only to confirm their lukewarm position.

The Victoria Korean Center, where the Statue of Peace was established, is in front of the
Huntingdale Station public parking lot, which is a private land owned by the Korean
Association. Thus, the Japanese or Australian government is unable to interfere and we
have obtained consent from the Korean community through proper procedures in

preparation for opposition.

5. Reactions from Japanese organizations

We have received a few unfavorable messages through Facebook in the beginning. After
the establishment of the Statue of Peace, we spotted three Japanese speaking people

looking at the Statue, but nothing special happened.

It looks like a public site because it's in front of the train station, but it's a private land

that cannot be interrupted.
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6. Cooperation with affected countries

From the beginning, many attempts were made to unite with the Chinese communities
(4 in Melbourne) and Filipino communities (President Alex Sy), but they wanted to avoid
political issues, and they were not as desperate as Korean communities, so we inevitably

switched to establishing it independently and working together afterwards.

7. Future agenda and meaning
-Actively standing in solidarity

It was inevitable in the past when there were only a few activists, but as the number of
activists is increasing in each large city after Sydney and Melbourne, mutual solidarity
activities are more effective, and we will actively participate in international solidarity

beyond Oceania.

In addition, we will support the film production of Jan Ruff O'Herne's granddaughter
Ruby and visit human rights organizations active in the local area to expand joint

activities.
-History education for the next generation

As the number of Korean language schools increases, we will continue to provide next-

generation history education with the cooperation of the teachers' association.
-Scholarship

In order to commemorate the construction of the Statue of Peace every year and to
engrave its spirit, students have been selected and scholarships have been delivered
since the first anniversary on November 14, 2020. The second event has been completed
this year. As a long-term project, we are trying to raise the total scholarship fund of
$50,000.

-Meaning

Consistent with the Korean Council's goals, we will continue to be more active in
Oceania and international solidarity. The existence of the Statue of Peace alone will be a
symbol of resistance to wrongdoings of history and prevention of recurrence in the past

and will be sufficient educational material for the second generation.

-Thanks to
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Taking this opportunity, | thank all the the Korean residents who supported every event,
the Korean restaurant owners who provided the best food for free, the Shinan 1004
Island union (President Park Hyung-seok), The Korean Council, Hwaseong City (Mayor
Seo Cheol-mo, Center Director Yang Hae-ran), organizations (Park Kyung-ja, Jeong Mi-
ae), dedicated Sydney activists (Vivian Pak, Jung Young-ran, Jeon Eun-sook and others)

and New Zealand activists (Kwak Sang-yeol, Rebekah Jaung).
We also thank the 250 sponsors.

COVID-19 began shortly after the unveiling ceremony of the Melbourne Statue of Peace,
resulting in a LOCKDOWN for about two years. As the former Chair, | am grateful the

establishment was completed before such a crisis.

Thank you.
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<Session 3> Global Statue of Peace Cases

U.S.: Philadelphia Statue of Peace Plaza Committee
| Shinjoo Cho, Representative, Philadelphia Statue of Peace

Plaza Committee

) —
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i 12 10 2021 4
Philadelphia
{'b Peace Plaza

Project

- Philadelphia Peace Plaza, world’s first public plaza to be built to
honor the victims of sexual slavery and violence

- Intent: Honor the victims of sexual slavery during WWII and foster
peace and reconciliation within the diverse communities of
Philadelphia

- Statue of Peaceis the centerpiece and it will be donated to the
City of Philadelphia as a publicart

- Siteis5 blocks away from Vietnamese and Korean War Memorial

- Organized by Philadelphia Peace Plaza Committee, an 11-
member group of mostly Asian and female community members

Philadelphia
Peace Plaza
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Histo

Photos: 2018 - 2021

ry & Activities
Began as a grassroots fundraiserin 2012 within Korean American
community in Philadelphia

Becamethe Philadelphia Peace Plaza Committee in 2020

Extensive outreach since 2018 with surrounding neighborhood and
partners

Obtained conceptual approval of City of Philadelphia Art Commission

Programming: Celebration of Asian heritage through arts & culture events
including free monthly concert series held at site

Poetry video to commemorate the 30th anniversary of Kim Haksoon’s
testimony

Connecting with Asian and racial- and gender- focused organizations to
build a coalition and support

‘ ,\) Philadelphia
c Peace Plaza

‘ ,0 Philadelphia
C Peace Plaza
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Photos: 2018 - 2021

‘ ,\) Philadelphia
c Peace Plaza

‘ ,0 Philadelphia
C Peace Plaza
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Poetry Video: The World After You Spoke | 2412

This project was made possible with the funding from The Korean Council ‘ ,\) Philadelphia
C Peace Plaza

Next Steps

- City-wide community meeting to introduce
the project beyond its location and
neighborhood. Anticipated in January 2022

- Final hearing and approval soon after
- Anticipated to begin construction in 2023
- Raising 500,00 USD

‘ ,\) Philadelphia
C Peace Plaza

154



Contact

Email: admin@phillypeaceplaza.org

Donate: www.GoFundMe.com/buildingpeace

Sign & Support: bit.ly/ppp-support

Follow Uson

Facebook | phillypeaceplaza
Instagram | phillypeaceplaza
Twitter | PHLpeaceplaza

Youtube | https://bit.ly/ppp-youtube

Address: PO Box 30842

Philadelphia, PA 19104
USA
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Cellokonzert
Clute Sojung Heskel Vorsgitenn Celo Staaibapetie Berten

Kisverbeghesomng. Eeun Sum Moca.
1 Pabl Casal / Song of the Birds

2 Camile Sais-Sacus/ The Swan

3. Gabeel Faué/ Aprés wn réve

1 Felia Mendelvscbn Banbeidy |

Lied shne Werte Op.109

S, Juciues Offeubach / Les Larmes de Jacqucline
6, Serges Rachmamsoors | Vecalise Op.34, No.14

26.10.2020, 14Uhr
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Mahnwache &
Gedenken an Hanau

Monatliche Mahnwache jeden
dritten Freitag im Monat von

Start 19.02.21 um 11 Uhr
OMAS GEGEN RECHTS an der Friedensstatue

HOSTED BY AND IN

IN MEMORY |, HosTED i - .
IN RESISTANCE S Vi
7

B

RESIBAOBHEE DBER !
)P A 2T 1 DESFT

A vigil for the
Atlanta shooting
victims

STATUE OF PEACE/ TUESDAY - :»
BIRKENSTRASSE/ 2300382021
BREMER STRASSE 5.30-7.30PM
MOABIT, BERLIN

#SOLIDARITATMITATLANTA
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WEELHKIZTEA—A RS F7DK - Friends of “Comfort Women” in Australia
(FCWA, LITA—R FSUTDOR) ZFERL. F—X S T7ODBRENBRE [HRIF] RE
EEFIRTDH&L5. OE—FHEHEF Yy OR—VOBRISEALFE L, L&, 2007 &
M5 2010 FET A EIThz > REBEFIREREE X, BRREENBRIN., LIESL
FCWA O#E#EREEI A hothA L LE LTz, ZDHR 2015 F 12 A, BEMLGHEHBEEICELY.
BAEMNGRAMBRRICHT I2E88ENTEzDIE. BU. FHNOLXBEILEHICL > T,
A—R+Z U7 THLHERERNRFOBREMEEREZMoE. LODEFEIC. &K YEBRIIZET
UEL, 016 FEMLY F=— - FHOLVXBENHEZTES L LTEHL. AES AIC

EMDVLZENEILSINTURE, ¥ FZ— FHMOLLBEO LV LGBEREERZTE S, 2021
EMNSIEY F=— - FHDV % EE® - Friends of “Comfort Women” in Sydney (FCWS.
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EHE ST

- A—)Jb: admin@phillypeaceplaza.org ¥
' :

- F{34%: www.GoFundMe.com/buildingpeace

- 24 : bit.ly/ppp-support

- SNS
- Facebook | phillypeaceplaza
- Instagram | phillypeaceplaza
- Twitter | PHLpeaceplaza
- Youtube | https://bit.ly/ppp-youtube

‘ ,Q Philadelphia
C Peace Plaza
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